Timetable guide for planning your wedding
Arranging a large formal wedding should begin at least 12 months in advance.  You could easily get overwhelmed with the amount of things to organise and the large amount of arrangements to make.  You could employ a professional wedding planner to do this for you, but some couples like to organise their wedding themselves and have a hands on personal approach to planning their wedding.  With that in mind we have prepared a wedding planner to help you through the quagmire of arrangements.  Simply print out the page and use it as a guide for reference.  Remember to update the planner as soon as possible after you’ve booked or arranged something.  Following the timetable of this guide should enable your suppliers to provide the best quality service.  Also, make sure that whenever you book something, that you insist on a written confirmation of the booking to avoid disappointment on your special day.
Good luck!
Twelve to eighteen months
Need to do






Info

□
Set the date for your wedding



Date:

□
Discuss and agree a theme or colour scheme

Choice:

□
Agree a budget and who is contributing to what
Decision:

□
Decide on the type of ceremony, civil or church
Decision:

□
Choose location of ceremony and book

Choice:

□
Book reception venue, hotel, hall, marquee

Booked with:

□
Book caterers





Booked with:

□
Book the wedding cars



Booked with:

□
Book the photographer



Booked with:

□
Book the videographer



Booked with:

□
Book the toast master and Master of ceremonies
Booked with:

□
Select music for ceremony and reception then book
Choice:

□
The musicians





Booked:

□
The DJ






Booked:

□
Compile your two guest lists

□
Guests to the ceremony and main reception

See separate sheets:

□
Guests to the evening reception only


See separate sheets:

□
Choose your bridesmaids/Pages


Choice:

□
Choose your best man




Choice:

□
Choose your groomsmen and ushers


Choice:

□
Select and order your wedding dress, bridesmaid
Ordered from: 


dress and attendants
□
Consider taking out wedding insurance

Booked with:

Six to twelve months

□
Make honeymoon trip reservations


Booked with:

□
Finalise guest list




Completed:

□
Order invitations, personal stationery and 

Ordered from:


order of service
□
Order wedding cake from supplier


Ordered from:

□
Select a florist





Ordered from:
□
Order balloon decorations



Ordered from:

□
Select men’s formal wear



Ordered from:

□
Select a firework company



Booked with:

Six months

□
Arrange fitting for your dress and bridesmaids
Booked for:

□
Think about wedding list items and register with
Registered with:


gift registry

□
Order your wedding rings



Ordered from:

□
Consider thank you gifts for parents, attendants



and each other.

□
Confirm/finalise details of the ceremony

Confirmed:

□
Confirm reception details with hotel, venue and
Confirmed: 


caterers
□
Check passports are in order



Confirmed:

□
Post all invitations with wedding list and

Posted: 

directions to the venue
Three months

□
Set a date with your fiancé to obtain your

Booked: 


marriage licence


□
List acceptances and refusals as they arrive

See separate list

□
Book hotel for family and guests overnight stay
Booked:

□
Check with newspaper on wedding announcement
Confirmed:


details
□
Book vaccinations if required for honeymoon
Booked:

□
Buy tiaras and jewellery:

□
Consult hairdresser

□
Consult beautician

□
Order bomboniere/bridal favours


Ordered:

□
Choose presents for bridesmaids, usher and

Confirmed: 


best man
□
Consult with Mothers regarding their outfits

Confirmed:

One month

□
Chase any outstanding invitations


Confirmed:

□
Finalise numbers for hotel/caterers


Confirmed:

□
Prepare seating plan




See separate layout:

□
Arrange final fitting of your dress and bridesmaids
Booked:

□
Test new hairstyles with hairdresser


□
Make arrangements for Hen and Stag parties

Booked:

□
Organise wedding banns



Booked:

□
Book final hair appointment



Booked:

Two weeks

□
Record wedding gifts as you receive them


and write thank you notes

□
Review reception seating plan and write

Confirmed: 

place cards

□
Ensure speeches have been written


Confirmed:

□
Double check attire and accessories for all

Confirmed:


members of the wedding party

□
Confirm date and time of rehearsal to all involved
Confirmed:

One week

□
Have final consultation with your suppliers and
Confirmed:

check that everything is going according to plan



□
Hold Hen and Stag parties

□
Pack suitcases for honeymoon and arrange foreign
Confirmed:


currency

□
Arrange for name and address change on your
Confirmed: 


bank account, credit cards etc etc

On the Day

□
Ensure the best man has the rings


Confirmed:

□
Emergency umbrellas in the car


Confirmed:

□
Emergency sewing kit given to someone

Confirmed:

□
Something old, something new, something

Confirmed: 


borrowed, something blue

□
Allow plenty time to be pampered by the 


Hairdresser and beautician

□
And most importantly of all relax and have a wonderful day

